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Where does you water come from 

& where does it go? 

The SUPPLY  

• Groundwater – 
9 out of 10 New 
Mexicans use 
groundwater 

• Surface water 

 

The WASTEWATER 

• Septic tanks 

• Wastewater  

     treatment   

      plants 

 



 



So how do we make sure we 

have enough water? 

 

• Know where your water comes 

from? 

• What are major threats to a 

secure water supply? 

• Take actions to prevent threats 

from becoming problems 



What is your watershed address? 

 



Threat #1 Groundwater drilling 

& mining aquifers 
Has not been regulated in New Mexico because it’s unseen –

Now it is getting more attention 



#2 Non-point source pollution 
Pollution from water moving over the ground, 

picking up pollutants, depositing them into rivers 

and ground water.  

 Examples: Trash, storm water, poorly livestock 

grazing, fertilizers.  The little problems we create 

become bigger problems  

 



#3 Using Energy that Pollutes 

San Juan Coal-fired 

power plant uses 8 

billion gallons of 

clean water each 

year 

75% of streams in 

New Mexico have 

mercury pollution – 

because of coal-

fired power plants. 

  

 



Coal pollutes & uses water 

• Coal causes 50% to 60% of all toxic pollution 

entering US waters 

• San Juan Generating Station uses ~15,000 -17,000 

gallons of water per minute or half Rio Grande flow 

during low flow periods in a dry year (over 40cfs). 



1 out of very 4 

high school 

students have 

asthma in New 

Mexico (NM Health 

Dept 2014) 



There are alternatives 



NM’s Renewable Energy Potential 
 

Solar power - NM has the 2nd best solar power potential of all 

states in the US (National Renewable Energy Laboratory) 

60 square miles of solar panels in NM could generate enough 

power for the entire U.S.  

 

Wind power – NM Ranks 10th in wind power potential 

 

All together – NM has more renewable energy potential than 

any other state 

 

We have not maximized our renewable energy potential!! 

 



Create a Secure Water & 

Climate Future 
Make your voices heard 

at the NM Legislature to 

make positive change! 

Wednesday, Feb. 10, 

9:30am – 2:45pm 



  

Two strands of  

activist DNA:  

Resist injustice – 

   bring an end to policies that 

    hurt or stop bad policy 

Create positive change – 

  advocate positive steps such 

   as renewable energy 



What is the NM State Legislature? 

• We have a “citizen” 

legislature 

• Meets for 1 month or 2 

months every other year 

• This is a 1 month “short” 

session 

• Getting access to meet 

your legislator is really 

easy! 



How does legislation become law? 

• Bill gets introduced 

• Assigned to Committees 

• Floor vote on one side 

• Goes to next house  

• Governor’s signature 

 

Key’s to success:  

• Get your legislator’s support so things don’t die in 

committee 

• The majority leader controls what gets voted on in 

each house.  



Why are good laws important? 
The Clean Water Act (1972) 

1. Set water quality standards to define clean vs. dirty water; 

2. Monitor the quality of water to ensure standards are met;   

3. Require a pollution permits specifying the type and 

amount of the pollutant from point source polluters 

(factories & waste water treatment plants); 

4. $ for building sewage treatment plants to eliminate the 

discharge of raw sewage into water bodies; and 

5. Develop plans to control non-point source pollution 

The Clean Water Act is working to clean up lots of pollution! 



2016 Legislation - Climate 

 
Renewable Energy 

Production Tax 

Credit (HB 175 & 

SB104) 

• Increases amount of 

energy eligible for tax 

credit 

• Encourages more 

production of  

    renewable energy 

Solar Market Development 

Tax Credit (HB 26 and SB 13) 

Extends the existing tax credit of 

10%, then slowly reduce amount of 

credit  

Being heard today in HOUSE ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

 



2016 Water Bills 

Revenue for Forest & 

Watershed Projects  

(SB110 Sen. Carlos 

Cisneros) 

• Provides funding for the 

Forest Land Protection 

Fund  

• Possibly could more focus 

funding for watershed 

management projects 



2015 Bills to increase water 

harvesting & river restoration 

• Tax incentive for 

people in install water 

catchments and 

cisterns (Sen. Wirth – 

Senate Bill 280) 

 

Not sure if it will be 

reintroduced this year.  



Examples of 2015 BILLS you 

might want to stop 
No severance tax bonds 

for certain counties 

(SB184 – Senator Sharer)  

• Penalize cities and 

counties regulate “fracking” 

operations by not allowing 

them to get funding 

 

• Get rid of any county 

regulation of oil & gas 

 

  This bill may reappear this year  
 



Make your voice be heard! 

• Find out who is supposed to 

represent you 

• Research and take a stand for  

      what you care about 

• Write a letter and give it to  

    your legislator or drop it off  

       at their office! 

Let them know you care! 



Who is your legislator? 

Find your Senator and Representative ~~ type in  

http://www.nmlegis.gov:8080/Members/Legislator_List?T=R 

Type in your street address.  
 

If you live in Santa Fe your representatives may be:  

Representative Carl Trujillo (Democrat) 

   - an engineer 

 

Senator Nancy Rodriguez (Democrat) 

   - consultant 

 

Senator Peter Wirth (Democrat) 

   - attorney 

Search for the legislation they sponsor by clicking “Go”  

Under the sponsored legislation box 

http://www.nmlegis.gov:8080/Members/Legislator_List?T=R


Search for issues by key word 

On the internet type in 

http://www.nmlegis.gov:8080 

 

Type in the Keyword search box to find bills 

on specific issues 

 

Water, watersheds, solar, energy  

 

 



Search for bills by your 

legislator 

Type http://www.nmlegis.gov:8080 

Select your legislator in the “Find Bills by 

Sponsor” search box to find bills on specific 

issues 

• Carl Trujillo, Nancy Rodriguez, Lucky 

Varela, or Peter Wirth 

You can click on the Name in Blue to go to 

the legislators web page 



Write a letter to your legislator 

on an issue you care about! 
Date 
  

The Honorable (name of your state 

senator or state representative) 

Legislator’s address 
  

Dear (title and name, i.e., Senator 

Montoya):  
  

I write you to ask for your support of 

water harvesting from roofs of 

buildings…or whatever you want! 
 

Sincerely,  

(your signature) 

Your name and address 

 



Protect your Water, Climate & 

River Source 

1. Bring 2 questions for the panelists on 

February 10 about water & climate issues 

2. Write a letter for your legislators and drop 

it off at their office  

Contact me if you have questions 

Rich Schrader 

rich@riversource.net 

 

 

mailto:rich@riversource.net


2015 Legislation 

& Who is your Legislator? 

 

Find your Senator or Representative ~~ all you 

need is your mailing address 

http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_lookup.aspx 

 

What are some of the proposed laws (bills) on 

issues you care about? You can search by keyword 

like “water” 

http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/billfinder/bill_finder.aspx 

 

http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_lookup.aspx
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/billfinder/bill_finder.aspx


Who is your legislator? 

If you live in Taos your representatives are:  

Representative Bobby Gonzales (Democrat) 

   - a retired teacher 

Webpage: 
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_details.aspx?SPONCODE=HGO

NZ 

Senator Carlos Cisneros (Democrat) 

   - sells insurance 

Webpage: 
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator_details.aspx?SPONCODE=SCIS

N 

 

 


